
 

 

Friday 2nd October 2026 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We are now into October already. How time flies!  

The Mini Vinnie applications will be going out next week for pupils in Year 5 to consider 

whether they want to support the catholic life of the school. This year's focus will be on:  

• A Culture of Care vs. Throwaway Culture: The Pope urges a transition away from 

consumerism and waste, replacing a "throwaway culture" with a holistic culture of 

care that values products, human labor, and people. 

• Ecology: Following the path of Laudato Si', he stresses that the "cry of the Earth is 

linked to the cry of the poor," meaning environmental degradation directly harms the 

most vulnerable populations. 

• Emphasis on caring for our common home. 

This year we hope to give the Mini Vinnies the opportunity to work closely with School 

Council members to have an impact on our school and local environment - a place for 

everyone to thrive. 

On another note, congratulations to St Mary's community for their unfailing generosity to 

those in need or suffering in any way. You raised £190 for Childhood Cancer Awareness 

Month. 



 



Diary Dates 2026/2027 

 



October half-term holiday club 

 

To book or for any enquiries please email sportscoach@stmrc.uk1  

Year 6 Mini Vinnies Raffle for Caritas 

In the last week before half term, the Year 6 Mini Vinnies will be selling raffle tickets for the 

most adorable squishy toys ever. Tickets: £1 Profits Proceeds will go to  Bishop Mark's Caritas 

at Christmas Appeal. 

Sports Competition 

A huge congratulations to our Netball team on winning their first competition of the year at 

St. Nic’s! The team demonstrated excellent teamwork, determination and skill throughout 

the tournament. Their impressive movement around the court, accurate passing and 

fantastic shooting helped secure a well-deserved victory. We are incredibly proud of their 

achievement and the positive sporting attitude they showed throughout the competition. 

Well done, team!            

 
1mailto:sportscoach@stmrc.uk 

mailto:sportscoach@stmrc.uk


 

Arbor App 

 

Please ensure you have downloaded and are using the Arbor app rather than the website. 

The Arbor app is available from both the Apple App Store and Google Play Store and 

provides a more user-friendly experience than the web version. 

The app can be used to: 

• Book clubs and activities 

• Pay for school lunches 

• Make payments for other school activities and trips 

• Update your personal details and contact information 

We recommend using the app wherever possible for the best user experience. 

If you encounter any issues accessing or using the Arbor app, please contact the school 

office for assistance. 



Parent Teacher Association (PTA) 

 

Tickets available to purchase via the school shop on Arbor 



 

GDPR Consent  

Further to the communication below, if you have not yet completed your child(ren)'s 

consent form, please do so as soon as possible using the link provided. 

Thank you to all parents and carers who have already completed and returned the form. 

As a reminder, at St Mary's we sometimes take photographs of pupils to celebrate and share 

their achievements and experiences. These images may be used on the school's website, 

display boards, weekly newsletter, prospectus, social media channels and in the local press. 

We also request permission to use your child's name alongside these photographs where 

appropriate. 

We would also like you to confirm your consent to receive electronic communications from 

the school. 

If you are happy for us to do this, please complete the consent form. If you do not wish your 

child to be photographed or named in this way, we will of course respect your preferences. 

Please note that consent, once given, will remain valid until July 2027 and can be withdrawn 

at any time by emailing schooloffice@stmrc.uk. 

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. 



SOCIAL MEDIA CONSENT  – Fill in form2 

Free School Meals 

 

Could You Be Entitled to Free School Meals? 

We have attached a poster with information about Free School Meals and recent changes to 

eligibility. 

Many families who have not previously qualified may now be entitled to receive Free School 

Meals. If you think your circumstances may have changed, or if you have never applied 

before, we encourage you to check your eligibility. 

Applying for Free School Meals not only provides your child with a nutritious meal each 

school day, but it can also help secure additional funding for the school, which is used to 

support pupils' learning and wellbeing. 

The application process is quick, simple and confidential. Even if you're unsure whether you 

qualify, it is worth checking. 

Please take a moment to read the attached poster for more information on eligibility and 

how to apply. 

 
2https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dDue4huIpkaRTmNzHXDfOJ3wvMn8ftpIgByTDVH
qrvpUM0JLTkk0WVJDTEdXNEVIOE9YQ1kzSzhWSy4u 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dDue4huIpkaRTmNzHXDfOJ3wvMn8ftpIgByTDVHqrvpUM0JLTkk0WVJDTEdXNEVIOE9YQ1kzSzhWSy4u
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=dDue4huIpkaRTmNzHXDfOJ3wvMn8ftpIgByTDVHqrvpUM0JLTkk0WVJDTEdXNEVIOE9YQ1kzSzhWSy4u


Hello Yellow 

 

Come dressed in Yellow on Friday 9th October! No donation - it's to brighten everyone's day. 

Cost - just a smile! 



Harvest Donations 

 

Please ensure donations are made by Tuesday 6th October.  



Christmas Jumper Swap 

 

As part of our commitment to sustainability and reducing waste, we are delighted to be 

holding a Christmas Jumper Swap this year. Families are invited to donate any clean, good-

quality Christmas jumpers that are no longer needed by bringing them into school during 

the week beginning Monday 2nd November. Our Year 6 pupils will organise the donations 

by size ready for children to choose a "new-to-them" jumper for their upcoming Christmas 

celebrations. 

Parents and children are invited to come into school on Monday 9th November 2026 from 

3.00pm to 3.30pm to select a jumper in their child's size, ready to wear for our Christmas 

Lunch later in the term. There is no charge or donation required to take part as this initiative 

is all about promoting sustainability, reusing clothing and helping our school community 

reduce unnecessary spending and waste. 

We look forward to seeing lots of festive jumpers given a second life! 

Music for Life - Piano Lessons 

We have a 'Music for Life' tutor who visits our school every Friday to give piano lessons 

during the school day. If learning the Piano is something your child is interested in doing, she 



is offering some free 15 minute lessons, for students to experience what learning the 

instrument with her might be like. If you would like to book a trial lesson, please email the 

school office schooloffice@stmrc.uk3 and we can arrange this for you.  

More about Music for Life and lessons 

• Lessons are weekly and last 20 or 30 minutes  

• Pupil premium subsidies may be available  

• Potential to play music with others: musicforlife.org.uk/ensembles 

• Lesson booking is simple through the Music for Life website 

• There is lots of information on the website: musicforlife.org.uk  

• If you have any questions, you can ask at info@musicforlife.org.uk4  

 

 

Attendance 

The Importance of Good Attendance 

 
3mailto:schooloffice@stmrc.uk 
4mailto:info@musicforlife.org.uk 
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Regular school attendance is vital to ensure children make the most of their learning 

opportunities, build strong friendships and develop positive routines. 

Any leave requested during term time must be made in advance by completing a Request 

for Leave form. Please note that leave taken during term time may result in a fine being 

issued by the Local Authority, in line with current regulations. Please refer to chart below 

for details of the PN process including fines and timelines. 

For further information, please refer to the school’s Absence Policy and Cheshire East 

Council’s Penalty Notice guidance, which are available via the school website HERE5 .  

Thank you for your continued support in promoting excellent attendance. 

Absence 

• Reporting an absence, please ring 01606 516 171 & select option 1, by 9am each day. 

State child’s full name, class and reason for absence 

• useful information for parents  - https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-

school/ 

 

 
5https://www.stmarysmiddlewich.cheshire.sch.uk/page/?title=Policies&pid=30 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.stmarysmiddlewich.cheshire.sch.uk/page/?title=Policies&pid=30


Community News 

 

 



 

 



 

Extracurricular Clubs 

Monday 

• KS1 and KS2 Dodgeball and Climbing Frame Fun, 3pm to 4pm  - pay per session now 

available on Arbor 

Tuesday 

• KS1 & KS2 Cross Country and Rugby, 3pm to 4pm  - pay per session now available on 

Arbor 

Wednesday 

• KS1 and KS2 Football 3pm to 4pm - pay per session now available on Arbor 

Thursday 

• KS2 Netball/Basketball, 3pm to 4pm  - pay per session now available on Arbor 

Friday 

• KS1 and KS2 Archery, 3pm to 4pm  - pay per session now available on Arbor 



All extracurricular clubs must be booked, and payment completed via Arbor, no later than 

1:00pm on the day of the club.  

Only pupils with a confirmed booking and payment will be permitted to attend. 

Where this deadline has not been met, pupils will be unable to participate in the activity. 

Parents/carers will be contacted and asked to arrange collection of their child.  

This procedure ensures that attendance registers remain accurate and enables the school to 

manage attendance numbers and staffing requirements effectively. 

School Nursery 

 

Please see our nursery page for more information on our school website  - Nursery6 

Contacting the School Office 

When contacting the school office for parent queries relating to clubs, medical 

appointments or school payment items, please contact the school office email which is:  

schooloffice@stmrc.uk7 

If you have a general enquiry or a query regarding admissions or paper copies of any 

information published on our website, or assistance with Arbor please contact the School 

Office Manager at: admin@stmrc.uk8 

To contact the headteacher Mrs Janet McKinlay, please email head@stmrc.uk9 

To contact our school SENCO, please email senco@stmrc.uk10  

 
6https://www.stmarysmiddlewich.cheshire.sch.uk/page/?title=Nursery&pid=15 
7mailto:schooloffice@stmrc.uk 
8mailto:admin@stmrc.uk 
9mailto:head@stmrc.uk 
10mailto:senco@stmrc.uk 
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If you have a query or concern regarding your child please speak with your child’s class 

teacher in the first instance. 

 

St Mary's Catholic Primary School  

Manor Lane, Middlewich. CW10 9DH 

01606 516 171 

Office hours are Monday to Friday 8.00am to 4.00pm  

Visit us on the web at  https://www.stmarysmiddlewich.cheshire.sch.uk/ 

https://www.stmarysmiddlewich.cheshire.sch.uk/

	Friday 2nd October 2026
	Diary Dates 2026/2027
	October half-term holiday club
	Year 6 Mini Vinnies Raffle for Caritas
	Sports Competition
	Arbor App
	Parent Teacher Association (PTA)
	GDPR Consent
	Free School Meals
	Hello Yellow
	Harvest Donations
	Christmas Jumper Swap
	Music for Life - Piano Lessons
	Attendance
	Community News
	Extracurricular Clubs
	School Nursery
	Contacting the School Office

