[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]
image1.png
American Alligators

American alligators are found In the wild In the south-eastern United States.

They live In swamps, lakes, rivers and marshes.

Appearance

They are built for life In the water, so
are a bit clumsy on land. They are good
swimmers with a powerful tall to drive
them through the water and webbed
feet. They are 3 to 5 metres long with
the tall making up half of thelr length.

Alligators have rough, scaly skin that
can range from dark grey to brown In
colour, and thelr strong Jaws are filled
with sharp teeth.

Babies

A mother alligator makes her nest
on the shore where she lays between
20 and 50 eggs. When they hatch,
she carrles them gently In her mouth
to the water nearby. Baby alligators
are only 1520 cm long, so the
mother will protect them from
predators for up to two years.
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(3D What country do American alligators live in?

What makes an alligator a good swimmer?
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(1) What does the mother do when the baby alligators hatch?

(12)  Why does the mother stay with the baby alligators so long?





